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(Yo, 1, 4-5 Japwary 1950)

INTRODUCTION: To dats, there has been relatively litile monitored foreig: radic coament
on the Presidentts Stete &f the Unilen message. The Soviet radio has not yet bsen heard froam
on the subjJect, althougk on Wednesday 1t devoted one broademet to the problem :f the budget
and the forthcoming message, The Prague radio, the only Easi Ruropean Satelliis to have
coxmented so far, charéas the President with asking for & continuation of America's aggressivé
policy, A Soviet-controllsd Austrian brosdcast taunts Truman with having "adriﬁted that the !
stremously denied economic reverse ia the U.S. actually 214 occur during the sast year, ™
The BBC reports tﬁat the British press approves many of the President's points. A Madrid
radio comentator finds thet in the fleld of foreign policy the Presldent's meisage was "not
of great interest" and said "really very little,”

MOSCOW 'S PRE-MESSAGE COMMENT: Bromdcasting @ "note on intermatiomsl affairs from NEW TIMES, "
Moscow on Weanesday teile Nerth Ameriean listensrs that "the U,S, Government, shich premised .
to shower prosperity and bappiness on all its satellites and the colonial couniries thrown :
in, is, it appears, itself umkble to meke ends meet,” Contending that the budzst wae one of
the blg problems facing the White House in preparation of the Presldent's mesasige to Congress,
the Soviet radic propaganiizes that "revenues are imsufficient to cover the cclossal
expenditures on armemernts and war preparations, on the cold war, and on the agsressive fcmeigx

policy."™ Moscow's advice to the budget framers is "to cut the insensate amtrcnomical sums
allocated for war preperationf....”

FPRAGUE AND SOVIET-CONTROLLED AUSTRIA: In addition to attacking the message fcr requeating
continumtion of fne Marsball Flan and of the allegedly egaressive policy agalrst the
democratic countries, the Pregue radie predicts that ths Presldent's raquaat for an sxtension;
of civil rights &nd suslition of the Taft-Hartley Aet wlll remain merely a "scrap of paper,
Explolting the Presidsntts “sdmission® of an Americen “econumic reverse"” durirz the past
year, a Soviet-coubrolled Austrian commentator claims thet "the crisis movemert” is thersefore’
ne mere "invention.” He expresses doubt about "whether it has actuslly been possidle to
avold any mejor effects of the orisis" and apparently finds it significent that "in his
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predictions of the fuiure, Trumen esenfined himself to farecasting U,S, production in the :
yosr 2000--something very vagus apd uncontrollable."” This is contrasted with tae immedlate :
sconomic plans of countries with @& "planned mocizlist econcmy,”

MADRID: Iabeling the message "an epenlog eolectoral campaign epeech,” the Madrié radic :
expresses disepprointment ever the generalized character of the President's remsrks on forelign
policy, The commemtator states that "the world hopep for greater prsciseness.. .." He alse
feels that 88 far as the President 1s comcernsd, "roarelgn policy is,.. subordirated to :
Americat's internal policy™ where Trumen‘s Falr Deal, in meny of its "semi-socls 21izing aspects,:
goes beyond the Rooseveltlan New Deal,” In thia context, the present Congress:onal session
1 said to "promlse a determined strmggle between the hagtiness of the Democrais and the
energetic opposition of the Republicans,” A camparable struggle is also predicted in the
field of foreign policy where the "umlty... between +the Republicans and Democrits is helng
split,”

(Yo, 2, 5-6 January 1950)

TETRODUCTION: Since yesterday®s report in this series on foreign radio rvactions
to the President's message thers has been an increase in mcmi'l;med coament fra: both Western
and Mstern Furope. The tetal quantity, however, is gtill not voluminous, We:: European
opinion is preponderantly favorablej Soviet Satellite opinion, uniformly negstive. A3 yet,
there hes been no comment from Radio Moscow; and lacking its lead, the aveilabls Sstellite
broadcasts have been confined primerily to relatively mild statements about ths alleged
American economic decline, present and future, and about American imperialism, There has
been only one brief reference, from the Czechoslovak redio, to the Prosident's remarks about
Comnund sm, }

SATELIITE COMMENT: Resctions have been received from the Czechoslovak snd Rupiaisn radios
end from the Soviete-controlled radies in Berlin and Leipzig, Allegutions of an American
scenomic decline range frems (1) the charge that Trumen himself denied the Western propa~
gandiste? claims of American prosperlty and that his message reflected the fact of an
Americen crisls (Bucharest and Soviet-controlled Leipzig); (2) through the cortention that
Prmen “completely disregarded the umvoidable disintegration of American capitalism®
(Bratislava); (3) to the thesis that he couldn't help belng wrong shout hig aesessment of
developments during the next 50 yeers since he 1is nthe spokesmen of the decliring bourgeols
claps and of world imperislism whick 1s bresking up visibly before our eyes" (Prague;, The
Rumanisn redic &t Bucharest, atiempting to &osument the Pregident's slleged a¢wission of a
"gtrong ‘economlic decline dmrlng 1949, "uwsea such Threses a8 "increasing number «f bankrupteles’
and vmemployed, falling of working people’s standard of living, concentration of capital ard :
yrofits, budgetary defielt,... hundreds of thousande of families freezing in luts or witheut
any aceamodation whatsoever, and millions of childrem without necessary schoclis....” (of
interest in this commection 1s the fact that Radio Moscow, although not yet cizmenting on the
President's mesgage, is currently bremdcasting talks entitled ™The Begiuming ¢ the Collapse :
of World Capitelism™ and "The Gloomy Prospects for the Caplialist Esonomy, )

The Setellite comment iméludes standard attacks on the Presildent's alleged afiirmation of the
expansionist and 1mperiallist policy ef the American Govermmeut, Those attack, however, are .
relatively mild as compared to previous demunciations, Although attention 1s glven ~o
Americen srmaments and other evidemces of allsged militarism, the word "wer" ippears only
onco--that is in the phrase, the "warlike policy of the American Govermment® Bucharsst),
Only the Czschoslovak radie refers to Trumen's anti-Commnism; “Naturally Trmmen did not
fail,,. to include inditement ageimpt the democratic farces and a warning aga nst tho denger
of Commndsm,” And a Soviet-cenfrolled Leipzig commenbator guggests that the Republlcans,
epd not Truman himself, sre primerily rosponsible Por the President's anti-Soriet policys: H

"A long time age, the Republlocans agreed to suppert Trumen's foreign pol:cy, However,

they laild down & particularly severe condition--nsmely, that Truman shou‘d adopt the
Fforelgn policy of the Republicams which is mainly anti-Soviet.”

momrore  EESTELATED

Approved For Release 1999/09/01 : CIA-RDP78-04864A000100100006-3



25X1A2g
- - Approved For Release 1999/09/01 : CIA-RDP78-0486§4ﬂAi0€%1 oom
RESTRICTED RESTFQHEJ 1

-3 -

On the other hand, the Soviet-combrolled Berlin radio, clting attacks on the Ficeldent's
megsage, includes eriticlsms levelsd by Joseph Martin and Sermator Taft,

Not a word has been saild about the Presldentts references to atomlc energy.

WEST EUROPEAN COMMENTs: The Bivorable West Buropsan comment centers primarily ai ound the :
Prosident's contlinuing support of the Marshall Plan end his remarks about Amer: ca's obllsetlon
and responsibilities relative to world affairs, bA1so recelving favorable comm nit are his
assurances sbout the good economlc situation of the Unlted States,

Ocoaslonsl references are made to the approaching electlons ag the conbext for ils message;
but they are explamatory rather than oritical,

A few bromdoasts note, generally without comment, the President's omisslon of . uferences
to Chima,
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